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Canon Liam O'Driscoll
2 Wingfield Road, Trowbridge.  Tel: 01225 752152
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John Kelly, 99 Newhurst Park, Trowbridge. Tel 01225 766547

All contributions welcome either by post or email at 
jwp.kelly@btinternet.com
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8 Berth Caravan

with central heating

everything included

except bed linen

at HALF Rockley Prices!!
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Enjoy the freedom and space of Ireland, at Clashmealcon, County Kerry located in 
1.3 acres overlooking the Atlantic Ocean at the mouth of the Shannon Estuary.

The bungalow has 3 double bedrooms, the Master bedroom containing a double bed 
and the other 2 rooms twin beds. The dining room overlooks the Atlantic and the 
sitting room offers open fire, TV and DVD player. The kitchen comes with cooker, 
microwave, fridge, washing machine and most cooking utensils, cutlery and 
crockery.

The cottage is only 3 minutes from Ballyduff, which has 2 small convenience 
stores, restaurant/pubs and a fast food take away. 10 minutes away is the 
picturesque village of Ballybunion, with its world-renowned Golf course and child 
friendly scenic sandy beaches.

Contact Details
Helen Davies, Tel No 02380 619221,

Mobile No 0798 5088 056, Email: douglas_davies@yahoo.co.uk
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Religious Life? Me??

Some people have known they have a vocation to become ordained or enter 
religious life for almost all their lives.  For others, the knowledge develops later, 
when they are already adult.  Some are initially horrified by the possibility, and 
respond by fighting the thought with all their strength.  Sometimes the call comes 
gradually; sometimes it can happen in a moment.  Whatever way the call comes - 
and God speaks to each one of us in the way he knows we will best understand - the 
conclusion each of us comes to is that we know it's what we're being called to do.

But the human mind is complex. Other questions appear: - Is it just self-delusion? 
Is it no more than an ego trip? Is it a way of running away from something else? 
How can we be sure what we're feeling is right? Have we really got what it takes?

The simple answer is that we can't be sure, and perhaps we may never be sure, even 
years after ordination. Perhaps the bottom line is that if we have this inner gnawing 
that we are being called to become ordained or enter religious life which just won't 
go away, no matter how much we fight it or try to ignore it, then perhaps it really 
may be God speaking to us, and if it is, then what are we going to do about it?

A Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life

Jesus I trust in You
Jesus I believe in You
Jesus I hope in You
Jesus I love You

Mary mother of the Church pray that those called to the Priesthood and Religious 
Life may be granted the grace to say “Be it done unto me according to Your Will.”

Mary conceived without sin pray that those who answer the call to the Priesthood 
and Religious Life may be granted the graces of perseverance and loyalty to the 
Church

Mary mother of the Church pray that we the people of God may always uphold the 
Priesthood and do everything to encourage vocations

Saint Joseph, pray for us
Saint John Vianney, pray for us
All you Heavenly-Powers, Angels and Archangels, pray for us. Amen.
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The Incense of Prayer
Let our prayer rise like incense

before you O Lord.

Not like a chat on the phone,

ended with the click of the handset.

Not like the note made on a handy pad

or on the back of an envelope,

mislaid and forgotten,

at the drop of a pen.

Incense is different, it won't go away,

Will not take no for an answer.

Hangs on the air,

drifts by the nose,

catches you when you turn your head,

and fogs the memory. 

So let our prayer as incense rise,

and even as we go to bed,

 a last  little whiff  from robes removed 

will give an extra nudge,

to do something positive,

about our thoughtless neglect of you tomorrow.

Frank Geraghty
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· Simple
· Elegant
· Stylish
· High Quality

Trade showroom now open to the 
public by appointment, please phone!
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Care Asset Management is one of the country’s leading independent 
specialists in Inheritance Tax Planning, Investment Management, 
Retirement and Care Fee Funding. Care Asset Management are 
independent financial advisers, authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Services Authority. They are the appointed advisers to CareAware and a 
large number of national and regional care organisations which include 
National Care Association Operating throughout the United Kingdom, Care 
Asset Management is able to combine the benefits of a national organisation 
with a localised service to meet your requirements.

Contact John Grant for further information on:

Telephone:  01373 823895    Mobile:   077755 28548
Email: j.grant@careasset.co.uk
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Committing ourselves to do something, particularly if there is no immediate 
reward, can be a huge challenge for all of us.  Commitment requires effort 
on our part on the basis of what’s in it for me? If commitment were easy 
wouldn’t we be more successful with our New Year resolutions or Lent 
promises? The truth is that modern society is throw away, everything 
available 24/7 with instant reward requiring little effort.

This year’s Easter programme challenged parishioners to commit time and 
energy to a variety of special events including a Parish Mission and Guided 
Prayer Week.

Parish Mission
This week long event during March was 
conducted by Father Michael Creech and 
provided the ideal opportunity to renew 
the spirit. A pick-me-up. The 
combination of morning Mass, 
Confession and Evening Service with 
Benediction every day provided the 
recipe to reflect on the meaning of our 
lives and the wonder of His love.

Father Creech was very engaging, witty 
and full of relevance in our modern day 
world. It was wonderful, even though 
brief, to find a quiet place amongst the 
crowd. For our final celebration a Shrine 

to Our Lady was created at the foot of the Altar where parishioners adorned 
it with flowers which were later distributed to the housebound throughout 
the parish.

Photo by Scott Coleman - St John’s at Easter

Father Michael Creech

Cont’d overleaf
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A Week of Guided Prayer 
The Newtown Partnership of 
Churches organised this from 
March 1st to 7th 2009. I felt 
this would be a good way to 
start Lent so I signed up for it. 
I was not too sure what to 
expect. The first meeting was 
fairly relaxed. I got to meet 
the “companion” who would 
be assisting me in my week of 
guided prayer. We then 
arranged together when and 
where we would be meeting. 
There were five meetings per 
week. These were on Monday 
to Friday and lasted half an 
hour. I was also expected to 
set aside some additional time 
to pray on my own. Half an 
hour was recommended but 
this was left to the individual. 

The meetings with my “companion” were designed to complement my 
private prayer. Companions were so called because their role was mostly to 
listen to participants and accompany them on their spiritual journey. Of 
course, there was also some guidance about prayer. One of the best things 
was the sense of the prayerful support from my companion and, indeed, the 
group as a whole. My Prayer Companion gently showed me how I could use 
Scripture to improve my prayer and thanks to her I got far more than I 
expected out of the experience. I find it hard to put into words how helpful I 
found the week but would recommend it to anyone. 

Our week of guided prayer 
After reading the announcement in the Parish Bulletin we decided that it 
would be good to do something extra during the period of Lent. We duly 
attended the initial meeting in the Parish Centre. We were given an 
introduction to the week and met our respective ‘guides’. After a short prayer 
for inspiration we left and began on our road to guided prayer. 

The Mission Shrine of Our Lady 
adorned with  flowers  from parishioners 
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the future. Stephen Pearce a welcome visitor from Lansdown G C won the 
the nearest the pin competition. The best of the newcomers was Dougie 
Langbridge, who had the distinction of having his handicap cut before he 
played based on the hearsay that he had hit three good shots in the same 
round in a recent game at Cumberwell.

Matt Turner walked off with the Upside Down Cup, which takes the form of 
a large wooden spoon. It was pleasing to the golf police to find, when they 
visited the Turner household that the wooden spoon had been given pride of 
place in the lounge. If only some other winners would show similar respect 
for the coveted prizes. To be fair Steve Batchelor and Bas Hanrahan tried 
their hardest to secure the Upside Down Cup but class is permanent but form 
is temporary. It maybe that Jim Conway’s coaching has got them playing too 
well!

The best two caddies were Connor O’Rourke and James Caruthers. Some 
advice for them – A golfer falls into the lake and calls to his caddy for help. 
The caddy’s response is “Don’t worry you never keep your head down long 
enough to drown”

Thanks again to Rose and Lawrie for hosting the buffet and prize giving at 
the Lamb.

Danny Thomas

Pastoral Care
A young clergyman was walking through the village when he met one of his elderly 
parishioners. “How’s your cold?” he asked. “Verra obstinate,” came the bleak 
reply. “I’m sorry.” The clergyman decided to try again. “Well, how is your 
arthritis?” “Verra obstinate,” came the reply. “Oh dear, I am sorry,” soothed the 
clergyman. He tried a third time: “And how is your wife?” “About the same.” 
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Christmas Golf Spree – 
Tuesday 30th December 2008

Frome Golf Club

23 golfers travelled to wildest Somerset through the cold and the ice to shake 
off the over indulgence, tiredness and TV rays of the Christmas period. The 
clash of the titans started on the first, when Mike Heather in the first group 
strode to the tee, took a full swing and comfortably smashed the ball just over 
2 yards. The tension built, as all the other players thought that could be me 
next and so the barracking quickly subsided. Tom Webber then confidently 
stepped forward, flexed his muscles and angled his driver for a draw around 
the lake, only to see his ball pitch inside Mike’s 2 yard mark but luckily it 
struck ice and comfortably skidded to over 3 yards. Mike had secured the 
new shortest drive competition but not without a brave fight from Tom. Both 
Mike and Tom (a former winner of the green jacket ) as consummate 
professionals recovered their composure and went on to record creditable 
scores albeit they did not feature on the leader board.

A surprise winner emerged from the pack, who had been struggling with a 
“broken leg” and a fever. He only passed a late fitness test the previous 
evening. However, with dedicated support from his agent, manager and 
coach, Anne Marie, Nigel Hunt secured his first green jacket victory with 36 
stableford points. The committee are currently considering a demand for a 
stewards enquiry, linked to the excessive use of lemsips. The runners-up 
jersey went to Andy Barlow with 35 points, another don’t play very often 
golfer with no thought for those of us who spend hours on the practice 
ground and don’t get any better!

The team prize was expected to be a clash between the Barlows and the 
Turners. In the event Guy the defending champion and holder of the Green 
Jacket had an uncharacteristic off day, which handed victory to Ray, 
Matthew and Eddie Barlow.

George Champkin made his first appearance, since retiring from the world 
of mathematics at St Augustine’s. A dark horse indeed, who won the longest 
drive competition on the 549 yard fifth and showed the potential to win in 
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MJW For myself, I always thought that prayer should take the familiar route, 
comfortable and somewhat repetitive. I was in for a surprise!  I visited my 
guide’s home where I spent about an hour every day. Having got to know 
each other briefly, my guide settled in to show me that prayer can be exactly 
the opposite of my belief in the subject. Over the period of the five days I 
discovered a deeper understanding of what prayers really mean. My own 
words were crucial, not just the usual list of prayers from a book but my own 
interpretation of them. Small passages from the Bible set into my own 
thoughts and words. The week was a real inspiration. 

MTW The guided prayer week for me started when my guide came to my 
home. I had only met her very briefly before but we got on really well 
together from the start and we have formed a nice friendship. My week took 
me on a journey, a time when, with prayer and guidance I was able to feel an 
inner calm. I had a deeper feeling for the meaning of my prayers than I had 
previously. I was given a better insight into prayer and was able to make my 
prayers more meaningful especially with my own words. For me it was an 
amazing week which gave added impetus to the period before Easter. I will 
endeavour to keep this week in my mind and heart always. 

Investing for the long term has always been a sound strategy but it requires 
commitment. It’s no surprise then that our parishioners know a good 
investment when they see one! Thank you to everyone involved in providing 
these wonderful opportunities.

Prayer: a beginner’s guide By Jane Holloway,  BRF, £4.99
If prayer is simply a matter of talking to God, why do we find it so difficult, or, at 
the very least, hard to prioritise? While a surprisingly high percentage of people in 
the UK admit to praying at some time or other, the challenge for us is to move 
beyond prayer as crisis management or shopping list, and experience it as being in 
the very presence of our heavenly Father. 

Author Jane Holloway has spent many years learning about prayer and encouraging 
others to do the same. ‘Prayer – a beginner’s guide’ offers a simple yet thought-
provoking introduction to what prayer is and how it works, and includes many 
helpful suggestions for developing how and when we pray. Filled with up-to-date 
stories about the power of prayer from across the world, it will motivate, encourage 
and inspire the most hesitant pray-er. Each chapter ends with a selection of practical 
prayer exercises.
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Philippa Addley
Frances Arnold
George Brace
Meghan Buckland
Ike Charles
Edward Cooke
Taylor Cosentino
Adam Davies
Amanda Da Silva
Joseph Downey
Rebecca Downey
Benjamin Easterbrook
Daniel Farrow
Ivo Ferreira
Benjamin Gregory
Joseph Griffin
Lydia Harper
Lorren Harvey
Sebastian Hind
John Horsfall
Ellie Hounsell
Hannah Howard
Nicola Hunter
Jack Jarvis

Rachel Kelly
Timothy Knight

Andrzej Korczynski
Edward Kowalik
Hannah Lindsay

Shaneez Mwaura
Aleksandra Muszanska

Niamh O’Mahony
Liam O’Mara

Kathryn Parkes
Piotr Porada
Ben Ramsay
Mala Rogers

Weronika Rodzynko
Nicholas Samborowski

Bridget Scott
Ann Maria Shibu

Kacper Sobolewski
Magdalena Stanis

Adam Tucker
Louis Wafer

Chloe Whitehead
Oliver Wilson
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Women’s World Day of Prayer

The service for this year’s WWDP was held at St. Bernardette’s on the 
afternoon of March 6th and, with the sun streaming through the windows 
onto the altar, the church was bright and welcoming for the many people 
attending. All five churches participated in the literature compiled by the 
Christian women of Papua New Guinea which provided a moving picture of 
life in these beautiful islands for women of so many different cultures and 
languages.  We were also made aware of the many social problems they have 
had to live with over the years due to civil war and environmental 
devastation caused by mining etc.  These they have peacefully fought to 
overcome with a good degree of success and, in the process, have achieved 
a better recognition of women’s rights. However, gender inequality is still a 
matter of great concern for them especially in rural villages where they still 
have a low status in society.

Our guest speaker, Rev. Mary Teedy, dwelt on the theme of the service, “In 
Christ there are many members yet one body”, and we all agreed with and 
enjoyed what she had to say. We were sure that the women of PNG would 
have been delighted, had they been with us, that their message, both national 
and global, was so well conveyed.

Due to our own organist having had an operation on her hand we were happy 
to accept the kind offer of help from Lyn Weekley to play for us.  The service 
was followed by refreshments and our sincere thanks go to all involved in 
helping to make the occasion so enjoyable.

MAUREEN STEPHENS
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Confirmation 2009

On Wednesday 24th June at 7.30pm Bishop Declan will be with us to 
Confirm 28 of our young people. We ask you to pray for them as they 
prepare to be Confirmed.

Please pray with us the Pentecost Prayer....
Spirit of Christ, stir me;
Spirit of Christ, move me;
Spirit of Christ, fill me;
Spirit of Christ, seal me.
Consecrate in me your heart and will, O Heavenly Father,
Create in me a fountain of virtues.
Seal my soul as Your own, that Your reflection in me may be a light for all 
to see. Amen

Please pray that our young people will be open to receive the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit at Confirmation.

Sue Hanrahan
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Across

1  See 23 Across
3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 
23:43) (8)
8  Invalid (4)
9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) 
(10)
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is 
not rich towards God’ (Luke 12:21) (6)
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8)
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4)
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
— to work it and take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4)

Down

1  Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8)
2  James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their distress 
and keeping oneself from being polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8)
4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6)
5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10)
6   St Columba’s burial place (4)
7   Swirling current of water (4)
10  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10)
12  ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save 
those who believe’ (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8)
13  Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2 
Kings 19:35) (8)
16  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 
9:3) (1,3,2)
18  David Livingstone was one (4)
19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1)
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CLIFTON DIOCESE ANNUAL 
GLASTONBURY PILGRIMAGE

SUNDAY 12th JULY 2009
The theme of this year’s Pilgrimage is
“MARY, WOMAN OF HOPE”

The Annual Glastonbury Pilgrimage offers something for everyone. If you have 
never been on a Pilgrimage you are missing out on a unique and fulfilling 
spiritual journey. It is a wonderful opportunity to join fellow parishioners 
throughout the diocese 
coming together as one 
family. Hope to see you 
there! This year’s 
pilgrimage has a choice of 
beginnings; in St Mary’s 
church, for those who do 
not wish to take part in the 
Rosary Procession, or in 
the Abbey grounds for 
those taking part in the 
Pilgrimage Procession, 
through the Town, 
returning to the Abbey for 
the Mass. Please note that 
the procession starts from 
the Abbey grounds.

In the Church
Rosary: 1.00pm
You are invited to visit St Mary’s Church, the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Glastonbury, to join in prayer of the Rosary at 1.00pm, followed by

Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Confessions and 
Healing Prayer: 1.30pm. 
For those pilgrims not wishing to join the procession, in the church there will be 
a Holy Hour during which there will be Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 
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Sacrament, during which 
Confessions will be heard by 
visiting priests. At the same time, 
members of the Shrine Healing 
Ministry will be available to 
offer private Healing Prayer to 
those who would like to receive 
it. 

Benediction: 2.00pm 
These ministries will conclude 
with Benediction at about 
2.00pm to give attendees time to 
make their way to the Abbey 
before the procession arrives at 
the Abbey Gate at about 3.00pm.        

In the Abbey Grounds      
Those Pilgrims wishing to take part in the procession should assemble in the 
Abbey grounds at 1.45pm, to prepare for the procession which will start at 
2.15pm 

The Rosary Procession: 2.00pm
At 2.00pm Father Alan Finlay will lead the Rosary procession from the Abbey, 
exiting the Abbey grounds at the top of town, and will process through the centre 
of Glastonbury via the High Street, returning to the Abbey through the main 
entrance gate at about 3.00pm. Parish Priests are invited to join the procession.
 
Mass in the Abbey Grounds: 3.30pm
The procession of Pilgrims arrives at the Main Abbey Gate at 3.00pm. At 
3.30pm Bishop Declan Lang will concelebrate Mass.

The 2009 Pilgrimage Mass will include a Sacramental Anointing of the 
Sick; a very special sacrament for any Pilgrims who wish to receive it, in the 
tradition of Pilgrimage.

Coach leaving St John’s Primary School 10am – 6pm.
Please put your name(s) on the list in the porch


