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Bishop Declan writes…… 
 

 
Meeting the Risen Lord in the Liturgy of the Church is at 
the very heart of our Faith as Catholics. Our Diocesan 
Guidelines “Called to be a People of Hope” remind us 
that “Liturgy is the source and the summit of the life of 
the Church”. 
 
Since the Second Vatican Council the Church has 
emphasised good liturgical formation for both clergy 
and laity. This is something which is acquired not once 
and for all, but something that continues throughout our 
lives. Good liturgy prepares us and nourishes us for the 
Mission of the Church, a life-long task for all the 
baptised. 
 
The Diocesan Certificate in Pastoral Liturgy is a 
wonderful opportunity to help us to “make good liturgy, 
better” in our Parishes and communities.  The 
Certificate is currently in its sixth year and many of our 
‘graduates’ are now active in liturgical formation 
throughout our Diocese.  
 
I would like our parishes to continue to use this 
valuable resource to draw us more deeply into that life 
of Our Risen Lord. 

 

                                            



OUTLINE 
 

Designed to provide formation and education in Pastoral Liturgy, this 
certificate offers a wonderful opportunity to form pastoral liturgists for every 
parish and community of our diocese. No previous qualifications are required, 
just a love of the liturgy! The Course is designed to run over two school years, 
studying one module each term over four Saturdays.   
 
 
Module 1 –  Liturgical Movement 
                   How and when did the liturgical reform begin? 

What did Vatican II envisage and how is the 
liturgy developing after the council?  
What will the new translations of the Mass look like? 
 

Module 2 –  Introduction to Liturgical Ministries 
  Ministries of the Sunday Assembly, lay and ordained,  
                      including Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,, 
                                Readers and Welcomers, developing them within your  
                               community and training others for their ministry with  
                ongoing formation; presiding at Children’s Liturgy of the Word
  
Module 3 –  Celebrating the Liturgical year 
  A journey from Advent to the Solemnity of Christ the 
  King! Understanding and creatively celebrating the 
                                 liturgical seasons. 
  
Module 4 -   Rites of Initiation 

How do we celebrate infant and adult baptism and 
confirmation? What is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
and how is it celebrated?   
 

Module 5 –  Pastoral Rites 
  Penance/ Marriage/ Ordination/ Rites of the Sick 
  Rite of Christian Funerals and their place in today’s  
   Church 
   
Module 6 –  Music and Resources 
  How did Liturgical music develop? 
  How is music servant of the liturgy? 
  Music ministries and how might we better sing the Mass? 
  How do we make good Liturgy better? 
  Resourcing the Sunday Liturgy. 

Auditing the Liturgy’? 
  Forming a Parish Liturgy Committee. 



 

The modules are taught by Fr Michael Fountaine, Director of the 
Diocesan Department for Liturgy, and other members of the 
Department for Liturgy, and are currently delivered at Wesley 
College, Henbury, Bristol. Our sessions begin at 10am and 
conclude at around 4pm. 
 
The College is set in its own well-kept grounds and has an 
extensive Catholic library housing many Diocesan Liturgical 
resources. It also has a good restaurant where students enjoy 
reduced rates. 
 

Directions to Wesley College 
By car from M5 Junction 17 

As you come off junction 17 
follow the signs for Bristol 
(and the Zoo) along the 
A4018, effectively straight 
ahead. 

Go through 2 more 
roundabouts. At the third 
roundabout turn right into 
Crow Lane, with the Old Crow 
pub on the right. 

Go past the shops and old 
swimming pool until you 
reach the T junction with the 
Toby Inn Restaurant ahead 
(Salutation pub). 

Turn left and go up the hill to 
the top and turn left into 
College Park Drive (opposite 
the Henbury Golf Club). 
College Park Drive veers to 
the right but go half left up the 
drive to the college. 

 


